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Samuel 
Prophet and Leader 


"Speak. I am your servant, and I am listening." 


Immanuel Paul. B.E 


God revealed himself to young Samuel at a very early age, and he 
grew up realizing that God had placed upon hima great responsibility. 

Samuel came to the people at a critical moment. He found the 
people divided into twelve separate tribes, but really divided. It was 
one nation in name only. Actually, there were twelve tribes, twelve 
territories. The unity that Moses had created in the people, and that 
Joshua had continued, disappeared during the rule of the Judges. The 
people were greatly influenced by their idolatrous neighbors and thei 
standards were therefore low, morally, as well as politically. Even thg 
teachers of the people, the Priests, did not carry out their duties. Th¢ 
children of Eli the High-Priest were spoiled, and their actions wer¢ 
evil. The Philistines, the enemies of the Jews, took advantage of the 
situation and attacked the Jews. The holy town of Shiloh, where the 
Sanctuary was situated, was destroyed. The people were in despair. 


It was quite late in the evening and the 
time for the Sabbath day's worship was 
about to end at Shiloh. As the chief priest 
Eli, turned over to see if all was ok in the 
temple at Shiloh in Israel, he found the 
sanctuary deserted except for one - a lady, 
kneeling down but muttering without 
making a sound. “Surely this woman is 
drunk,” Eli thought and went closer in holy 
anger. “Lady”, he said, “How long will you 
remain in your drunken state? You should 
be ashamed of yourself.” The lady looked 
up trying to wipe off her tears and said, 
“My Lord, I am not drunk but I am praying 
to the Lord my God with sorrow as it is 
more than I can bear. Do not think that l am 
drunk. It is the sorrow of my heart that is 
poured to God.” Eli looked sheepishly for 
he was a priest and prophet- or was 
supposed to be one. Prophets could easily 
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judge what sort of a person one is 
due to their close contact with the 
living God. But Eli did not have a 
very close contact with the Lord 
God. He knew that he was missing 
it but feared to admit the fact. He 
could only bring out the words 
slowly but with a tint of shame, 

“Go, my daughter, the Lord may 
answer your prayer and relieve 

you of your sorrow.” He felt a little 
reluctant to ask her about her 
personal problem. He did not 
know that this woman, who was 
called Hannah, was praying to 
God to give her a son. Even after 


many years. of her “happy Hannah presenting the child Samuel to God, to 


marriage, she was still barren. Eli the priest to be in the temple, as she had 
Hannah bowed herself in respect vowed, 


_ to the old priest, prophet and 
" judge and left the temple to join her husband Elkanah. 

Eli stared into the black sky and wondered. He was nota very good priest 
or a judge of the country of Israel. There were complaints from the people 
that his two sons were not showing good moral conduct. They, being priests 
and the would-be chief priests, were supposed to show the people the right 
way but now they were spoiling themselves and the younger generations, 
What could he have done? He had already gently warned his sons that their 
deeds should match what they preach but the warning was gently laid aside. 

_“My sons are now adults and they should know whatis right and wrong”, he 


a 


rused. 
© Three years from the same day, the priest Eli recognized the lady Hannah 
ee ing into the temple again. He could not believe his eyes. She had come to 
imeet him of her own accord. There was a smile on her face and in her arms 
was a'sweet little boy. As she laid the boy on the floor, Eli could not believe 
his eyes for the boy went a few steps forward and knelt on the floor and 
worshipped God. “Sir,” said the woman, “on that day when I had prayed to 
» the Lord to answer my prayer and give mea child, the Lord heard my prayer 
and has given me a son. I had promised God that if he did give me a son I 
would give him back to him. Here I am to give my son for the work of the 
Lord.” Eli could not believe his ears. The lady did not show any hesitation as 
she lifted a small box full of necessities for the small child and put it before 
Eli. Overwhelmed, the old priest took the box and the child and walked back 
to the parsonage. “What is your name child?” asked Eli. “Samuel” came the 
reply. 4 
The two adult sons of Eli gave no rest to the old man but Samuel was a 
comfort and a breath of fresh air in an atmosphere of evil. Samuel grew up in 
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the temple of God and did the household chores 
in the parsonage where Eli lived. He was soon 
noticed by all the people who came to worship § 
God in the temple. The people had more respect § 
for Samuel than for the two sons of Eli- Hophni | 
and Phineas. Hophni, the elder of the two siblings 
cared little for Samuel and treated him with 
disdain. He was more interested in eating the 
sacrifices that were brought to God. He was also 
the leader of a few young hooligans and loved to 
show himself as a renegade. Phineas the younger 
sibling regarded Samuel warily but always 
played the second fiddle to his elder brother. Both 
the brothers also loved breaking the laws of God cS ree ia 
as that became their habit and the sheer pleasure Hophni and Phineas demand ma 
from the fact that they could get away with it, 
satisfied their desire to be really famous- but what they did not realize was 
that they would be the most notorious priests in all history. 

Rumours were running high that Israel's nei ighbours =the philistines were @ 
not happy about the prosperity of Israel and were planning to make raids in ~ 
the border towns and take the people captives. This brought more people to 
the temple as troubles normally bring people closer to God. As the people 
flocked the temple, to offer sacrifices, the hooligan friends of Hophni would 
barge into the crowd and forcefully take away the gifts and sacrifices. The 
people felt utterly disgusted of this as they had never expected to be harassed 
in the temple of God. Soon, despite the need of the people to seek the face of 
God, the crowd began to dwindle. “It is better to stay out of the temple than to 
give our offerings, gifts and sacrifices to those evil men,” the people began 
to murmur. 

It wasn't easy for Samuel either as the two brothers would laugh or ug 


‘eo. 


at his sincere work in the temple. Samuel made sure he stayed close to Eli 

that would be the safest place for him. One day just as the prayers were over 
and as Eli and Samuel turned to go, a man came towards them. He stoppegy. 
near Eli and said, “I have a word for you from the Lord.” Eli asked Samuel to 
step away and asked the man about the word of God. The man of God 
thundered, “Why do you love your sons more than God? Because you are 
not correcting your sons the way you should and are doing nothing while 
your sons break my laws and kick at my sacrifices and offerings. The day is 
near when there will be a great destruction in your house so that there 
remains nobody who has grey hairs. Your sons Hophni and Phinehas will 
also die in one day. But I will raise up in your place a faithful priest who will 
do according to all that is in my heart. Your generation will beg for food and 
job in front of the generation of that faithful person.” 


Eli was shell shocked and had no words left to speak. Turning back, he 
joined Samuel who was a little distance away and off to home, they went. As 
Samuel began to grow, his responsibilities grew too. He was now to take care 
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Little Samuel hears a gentle voice calling him. 


of the old Eli who was getting very sick because of his age. 

One night after Eli had gone to sleep, Samuel closed all the doors and 
went back to bed. It was a long day full of hard work. Samuel had gone off to 
sleep in a short while. It was not long until a sweet and gentle voice woke 
him up. “Samuel, Samuel”. Samuel was astonished at the change in Eli's’ 
voice. “Here am I”, he said and dashed into Eli's bedroom. To his shock, Eli 
was fast asleep. Samuel footsteps had woken the old man. “Here am I,” 
Samuel continued, “You called me sir”. “No!”, replied the old man, “I did 
not. Go and lie down child.” Samuel was very sure that he had heard a voice 
calling him. He turned back and went to bed. He did not yet fall into sleep 
when the same voice roused him up again. “Samuel, Samuel”. It was a very 

- loving voice and yet very clear. Samuel went dashing out again into Eli's 
@ oom. “Here am I’, he said in his childish voice. Eli was shocked and 
surprised. Samuel was not the boy to lie. “No my son,” said Eli, “Go back to 

” bed. I surely did not call you.” 

Eli was just wondering to himself as he saw the small child walk back to 
his room, “Could it be? Could God really talk to a little child especially when 
L- the priest and judge of the land of Israel, am so close by?” He shook his 
head and lay down again only to see the small child run into his room saying, 
“Here am I sir. You called me again this time.” The child was sincere and 
wore an innocent smile. Eli decided that he should now tell the child who it 
was who was calling him, for he was now sure that only the Lord God would 
be calling him. “My son” said Eli slowly, “If the Lord calls you again, kneel 
down and tell him, 'speak for your servant is listening”. Samuel was filled 
with joy as he now knew that the sweet voice was not that of Eli but of the 
Lord God himself!!In a short while the voice came again calling him, 
“Samuel, Samuel”. Samuel did as Eli said and told the Lord, “Speak. For 
your servant is listening to you.” The Lord began to speak to Samuel and told 
him how he would punish the entire family of Eli and also kill both his sons. I 
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am doing this because I warned Eli already and he has done nothing to 
restrain his sons. No amount of sacrifice or offerings offered for him and his 
sons can change whatever I have planned.” 

Samuel was amazed and went to bed trembling. He did not realize that Eli 
was eager to hear what the Lord spoke. Samuel was pondering all night 
about what he should say when he met Eli the next day. As the day broke 

“38 early next morning, Samuel tip-toed to 
the next room to open the doors and 
windows, as he always did. He tried to get 
pas Eli° after wishing him a hurried, 
‘Good day sir” but Eli was awake for 
most part of the night and at first sight of 
little Samuel he stopped him. “Son, 
3) wait,” he said hurriedly, “what did the 
Lord speak to you last night?” Samuel 
looked very ashamed to tell him about the 
conversation and looked down at the 
floor. This made=Eli even more 
inquisitive. “My son,” he said with anger 
rising in his voice, “do not hide anything 
from me. If do you, God will definitely 
punish you for that.” Samuel told Eli 
everything that the Lord said and waited 
to see his reaction, fearing the worst. 
“God is 'God”, said Eli slowly, “let Him 


Little Samuel tells Eli all that God 40 what is best in His sight.” So saying, 


had spoken. Eli slowly turned away to his chores, not 
allowing the warning of God to reach 
deeper within. A priest should have known that God warns His people only , 
because He wants them to amend their ways and repent so that God coulde 
also change his judgments. 

Samuel, however grew to be a young man to whom God would whisper , 
in the ears on all that He had in mind. The people who came to the temple to 
worship, soon learnt about the gift of God to Samuel and began to give 
Samuel more respect than to the priests themselves. Few months rolled by 
before the rumours, of the hostile neighbours planning to attack Israel, 
became a reality. The Israelites did not have war for a long time and the 
common man did not even know how he would defend himself from the 
experienced Philistine warriors. All the weapons that they had were axes, 
mattocks and some farming tools. The people began to panic just as they 
always did before an invasion; for even before, whenever they had gone 
astray from following the Lord, they were under invasion from different 
countries and were in subjection to foreigners. It was only the Lord God's 
long suffering and mercy that He quickly forgave the people when they 
asked His forgiveness. The Old judge Eli, was not in a position to give 
courage to the ragged warriors of Israel as they prepared themselves to 
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battle, The two armies met in the valley between Eben-ezer and Aphek. 
Though the Israelite army was of 12 different tribes and the Philistine army, 
small in number from five different cities, the Israelites were beaten in the 
war and lost four thousand soldiers. As the trumpet sounded marking the end 
of the first day of battle, the Israeli army came back to lick their wounds and 
sce what went wrong. 

“I've got a solution to our problem”, said a captain. “We should have the 
ord in our army to fight for us.” “But how can we bring the Lord in our 
midst?” said another captain. “The Lord abides in the midst of the cherubs 
over the ark of the Lord in the temple”, came the reply. The people did not yet 
understand that the Lord loves to live in the hearts of the people and not in a 
shysical structure. “Bring the ark of the Lord where the 10 commandments 
we kept”, ordered the captain. The messenger ran to bring Eli the word on 
) the decision taken by the captains. Eli was too old to even give a reply. 

Out went the ark along with the two sons of the priest- Hophni and 
» Phinehas. It was the duty of the priests to carry the ark. It was a 'first time’ for 
ihe two young priests on the battlefield. Phinehas had to say good bye to his 
wife who was pregnant. The ark and the two priests arrived in the camp of 
srael and were welcomed with a poses: 
great shout. The army of the 
nhilistines could hear the mighty | 
shout and were wondering as to 
what it meant. Soon their spies 
reported the matter. Depression 
and fear were running high in the 
Philistine camp because they knew 
the power of the God of Israel.“ 
woe unto us”, they cried, “How 
shall we fight with the God of 
israel?” “Let us be brave and fight 
the Israelites”, encouraged the 
Lords of the philistines. 

The battle was swift and 
decisive. 30,000 Israelite soldiers 
were killed. The Philistines took God's 
Holy Box and killed Eli's two sons, 
Hophni and Phinehas. The Israelites 
were defeated and fled back in 
retreat. With the ark captured, the 
philistines killed both Hophni and 
Phineas. Samuel was aghast to see 
the young messenger from the : 
Israelite camp panting for breath ; 
with his clothes rent. “Oh Lord Eli!”, he cried, “Both your sons are dead. The 
ark is also captured by the philistines”. The old man Eli was reclining on his 
wooden chair which was rickety. As soon as he heard that the ark was 
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captured, he swooned and 
fell backwards in shock. 
The wooden chair cracked 
and fell to pieces as it could 
not bear the old man's 
weight and Eli slumped 
backwards and fell, 
breaking his back bone and 
neck. Thus the old spiritual 
leader of the ‘country of 
Israel was dead and the 
land was in a hurry to find @/ 
his successor. 

“Who better than the 
young Samuel?”, said the elders of the country. Samuel was thus chosen to 
lead Israel as a judge and a prophet, thus fulfilling the prophecy and vision 
which the Lord had given before. The ark of God which was carried by the 
philistines soon caused a great plague in every city of the philistines and also 
broke down the idols of the gods of philistines. Fearing the anger of the God 
of Israel the philistines sent back the ark of God to Israel but the crisis of the 
warring philistines was not over. The people came to Samuel and cried as 
they knew that the philistines were ready to make a huge invasion into Israel 
and make them captives. “Save us from the philistines, Samuel”, they all 
cried. 

Samuel gathered all the people together and spoke to them about how the 
people had gone astray from following the Lord and how they were 
worshiping their own gods of wood, metals and stone. The people trembled 
to hear that the true Lord God was a very just God and they cried to Him 
saying, “We have sinned against the Lord.” Samuel gathered all the. | 
Israelites together for a ' 
time of prayer and they all , 
prayed to the Lord God of 
Israel to save them. As the 
people truly repented and 
humbled themselves 
before God, the Lord also 
forgave them as He is 
known as the only God and 
the one who is slow to 
anger and plentiful in 
forgiveness. 

News of the Israelites’ 
fasting came to the 
philistines and they 
gathered themselves to 
attack them even as they prayed. “Don't stop praying for us, Samuel”, the ~ 
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s cried. Samuel offered a sacrifice at Mizpeh and prayed for them. 
anny of the philistines had closed up on the praying Israelites. As the 
continued praying there was a sudden crash of lightning and 
ard above the philistine camp as several streaks of lightning from 
descended on the advancing army of philistines making them look 
oldiers. The philistines had to beat a hasty retreat and in the process 
their belongings and armor. The fear of the God of Israel had 
enemy totally as the Israelites attacked and chased them deep 
tine territory. The people thanked the Lord God and retumed 
the booty of the war. The philistines were so scared of that day that 
even come close to the border of Israel for the next four decades. 

deed Israel all his days. He married and had two sons called 
d Abiah. When Samuel grew old. the people of Israel were worried as 
ould be the best person to succeed Samuel, They didn't want to feel 
um of losing the strong leader-Samuel, through whom the Lord God 
had got them freedom from their enemies. Samuel's sons were then 
proposed to iegd Israel as trainees instead of their father. 

was soon evident that the sons of Samuel were not really following 
ther’s footsteps but secretly were practicing corruption in the form of 
bribery and were corrupt in judgments. Very soon, the representatives of all 
tribes of Israel 


lis 


meeting was kept to 
decide on the future 
leadership. “Samuel”, 
said one 
Tepresentative, “your 
sons are corrupt and 
are not as you are. We 
therefore want that 
they be removed as 
our leaders or judges.” 
“Yes”, said another, 
“look at the 
Ammonites, the 
Edomites. the Moabites and the Syrians who are around us. Everyone has a 
king who leads their armies in war against their enemies. Not just a judge- 
but 2 king.” “Yes. Give us a king”, echoed the college of representatives in 
unison. 

Samuel was aghast-not because his sons were not wanted but because the 
children of Israel wanted to copy the other nations around them and have 
kings who can rule over them. The Lord God was supposed to be their king 
and his prophets were supposed to guide the people in the way of the king. 
Samuel was overwhelmed to see that the people of Israel were turned away 
from their true faith towards things and people who can be seen and felt. “Do 
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you realize what will be the implication of your decision?”, Samuel asked. 
The people had no clue. “If you have aking, he will take away your land if he 
likes. He will take away your sons who are strong and keep them as his 
bodyguards. He will compel your children to fight for him and you will 
never be able to live in the freedom that you now have”, Samuel explained. 
The people could not grasp what he said as until someone tastes slavery, the 
real meaning of freedom would not be understood. They only wanted 
freedom from their enemies which they already had but did not know what it 
could be to have a manas their leader instead of God. Although they were not 
sure, they persisted in asking fora king. 

Samuel told them to wait and that he would first ask the Lord as to what 
the Lord wanted him to do. The Lord spoke again to Samuel that night and 
told him not to be sad. “They have not forsaken you, Samuel”, the Lord said, 
“they have forsaken me. But don't be sad. I will give them a king.” Samuel 
declared what the Lord told to the people and the elders of the people were 
glad. “Go back to you houses, I will call you when the Lord shows me your 
new king”, said Samuel. It was not long after that the Lord spoke to Samuel 
saying, “Tomorrow, I will show you the new king.” 

By afternoon, there were two men walking towards the city. Samuel was 
on his way to a place of worship to pray and offer sacrifice to God with the 
people of the city. Samuel was not surprised to see a very tall man 
accompanied by a short friend. “Sir, can you please tell me where the 
prophet Samuel stays?”, asked the 
tall man. “I am the prophet”, said 
Samuel and before the tall man 
could fully understand he asked 
him plainly, “Are you Saul?” The 
tall man- Saul was aghast. “Yes, 
but how did you know?...I'm 
sorry, are you the prophet?”, he 
finally managed to say. “Please 
come with me to the place of 
prayer which is just behind you 

outside the city gates”, said 
Samuel, inviting Saul and his 
servant to the worship service. 
“Do not worry for the asses which 
you haye come looking for, as 
they. already have been found. 
Your father is now worried for you 
instead of the asses now and is 
looking for you. Come now and 
lodge with me tonight. You can 
leave home tomorrow”, declared 
Samuel. As they sat down to have 
dinner together after the worship 
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\ ; Samuel anoints Saul as king over Israel 
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by the Lord told Saul very plainly that 
ne was to be the next King of Israel. Saul was too shy even to talk to a 
stranger and was even shy to hear such words from the mouth of the prophet. 
“But sir”, he said, “I'm from the tribe of Benjamin which is the least tribe and 
my family is the least in the tribe of Benjamin and I'm the last son in my 
‘ather's house too. How can this be?” Samuel then prophesized that Saul 
would surely be king of Israel as the Lord had revealed this to him as soon as 
he had seen Saul. 
After the prayer service as all they made their way back to the house of 
Samuel, they discussed several other things that the Lord had told Samuel. 
arly next morning Samuel woke Saul up and asked him to be with him 
alone on the house top. “Send your servant ahead of you”, said Samuel, “I 
will pray for you”. As the two were alone 
suddenly Samuel took a vial of oil and poured 
iton the head of Saul and anointed him as king 
*) over Israel and then very clearly told him of 
what would happen thereafter. As soon as the 
stunned Saul turned to leave Samuel, he 
received a new heart given by God's Holy 
Spirit and he became a new man. 

Samuel then gathered all the people to 
Mizpeh and announced that he would there 
declare to them who their new King would be. 
He also told them that they would put lots also 
to verify the same. As the lots were taken after 
prayer, the lot finally fell on Saul. All the 
people wondered where he would be. Samuel 
then declared that Saul was hiding himself ina 


Here is your King 
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godown nearby. As the people found him and brought him before Samuel to 
officially anoint Him in public as the king there was a gasp among the people ~ 
as they noticed that Saul was the tallest man in all of Israel. They also found 
him to be handsome. All the people liked the choice of the Lord and started 
shouting, “God save the king —Saul.” Samuel anointed Saul as the king in 
front of the people and let him go. 

Saul, from then on- king Saul, was moved by God's Holy Spirit from time 
to time and led the army of Israel in battle and got victory over the philistines 
and other warring neighbours. The victory, of course, was not because of 
Saul's might but because of God's Holy Spirit on him. News of philistines' 
preparation of a full scale war on Israel was again heard thru ought Israel. 
King Saul prepared himself to battle. Samuel had promised Saul that he 
would be there to pray for them and sacrifice a burnt offering before the 
battle begun. 

King Saul waited for Samuel to come but the wait proved to be too long 
for the impatient people of Israel as the tension in the air was too much for 
them to bear. King Saul began to get carried away by the fear of the people 
and was getting jittery as time passed. “Why has Samuel not come yet?”, he 
muttered under his breath in frustration. “My Lord king”, Abner — his army 
general said, “can't you do the sacrifice yourself?” “No. I'm supposed to wait 
for the prophet”, said King Saul. As time passed on and the new day dawned, 
Saul began to mull over the advice of his people. “The people in the army are 
beginning to leave the battle”, whispered Abner in his ear. It was too much 
for the new king to handle. “Am I not a king?”, said Saul to himself as if 
proving a point. “Why can't I sacrifice and pray for the battle? Why should I 
wait for Samuel?”, declared Saul with increasing confidence, “prepare the 
burnt offering. I shall sacrifice and pray myself.” 

Just as Saul had killed the lamb for sacrifice, he felt a hand on his 
shoulder. As he turned back he met the fiery eyes of Samuel the prophet. 
“What have you done, Saul?” said Samuel, “Why couldn't you wait?” “I 
waited”, said Saul, almost pleading for apology although he was now 
ashamed to apologize directly, he being the king, “You have come very late, 
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Samuel. I was afraid that the people would run away and not fight and we 
would be caught napping when the enemy attacked.” “I am very sorry to tell 
you,” said Samuel sternly and looking very sad, “The Lord is not pleased 
with what you have done. He is already in search for another man who can be _ 
king. I do not see your kingdom standing for long.” Saul was disappointed 
although he did not show it and he accepted the rebuke of the prophet 
sportingly. 

The battle was won by Israel as the Lord God is a merciful God. But the 
philistine trouble was not over. There would be more battles in the days 
ahead and unrest to the people of Israel. The Lord still had a job for Saul to do 
and this was a test for the new King to see how he would fair. The details of 
the task were given to Samuel. Samuel was soon in the King's palace before 
Saul with the task. Looking at Samuel the prophet, the king stood with 
respect and welcomed him, giving hima seat. 

Samuel came to the point and said, “Saul, the Lord is now reminded of 
the evil that the Amalekites have done against Israel. He wants you to go and 
wipe out the entire country of the Amalekites. He does not want any creature 
alive in the land of Amalek, including the livestock.” Saul was about to ask 
Samuel as to why the livestock also should be killed but he withdrew from 
asking such a question, especially because he wanted to get backinthe good 
books of the prophet as most of the people of Israel still respected Samuel as 
the judge and prophet of Israel. “Ok, Samuel. The Lord's word and your wish 
is my command”, said Saul, 
“[ shall make ready for the 

campaign against the 
Amalekites.” 

The campaign was swift 
and decisive. As Saul made 
his way up the hill to meet 
Samuel, there was a great 
sense of satisfaction that he 
had already passed the test. 
“Blessed are you Samuel”, 
Saul exclaimed, on seeing 
the prophet, “I have done 
whatever God asked me to”. 
He was a little taken aback on 
seeing that the prophet's 
visage was steady and that he 
was not impressed. “Are you 
not satisfied, prophet?”, said 
the visibly disturbed King. 

“What is the meaning of the ne slelonaie 

bleating of the sheep and the Obedience is better than sacrifice. ~~ 
lowing of the cows and cattle Rebellion is as the sin of witchcrafts and * 
that I hear?”, said Samuel. stubbornness is equal to idol worship 
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“Ahhh, those are the sacrifices that I have brought for the Lord, Samuel”, 
continued Saul, although he was now at loss for words as he was reminded of 
Samuel's clear instructions which meant that all the cattle were also © 
supposed to be destroyed. Correcting his error he continued, “It was the 
people, Samuel, It was the people who had asked for the fattest cattle to be 
sacrificed for the Lord. I have brought them to be sacrificed here as a mark of ~ 
thanksgiving for the Lord.” 

Samuel had already received a complete report of the deeds of Saul from 
the Lord. He also knew that Saul did not completely destroy the Amalekites. 
Especially, Agag the King of the Amalekites was brought in as a prisoner but 
some of his sons were allowed to escape. Little did Saul know that this 
misdeed would cause all of Israel to come very close to annihilation many 
centuries later and would also cause his own death. “Do you not know, that ~ 
to obey is better than sacrifice? God does not delight in our gifts to Him as 
much as He wants us to obey His commandments.”, said Samuel, “Rebellion 
is as the sin of witchcrafts and stubbornness is equal to idol worship. 
Because you have forsaken the Lord, He also has forsaken you from being 
king.” Hearing the words of Samuel, Saul looked very downhearted but just 
as he was comforting himself that the kingdom was still his, Samuel spoke, 

“The Lord is now searching for a new king to take your place. Your 
kingdom, from now on, will not stand.” 

As Samuel turned to go away, Saul became very frightened and rushed 
after Samuel and caught hold of his dress and at the last moment realized that 
the whole army was watching and hearing all that Samuel had told him. 
“Don't go away Samuel”, cried Saul as he was pleading for some respect in 
front of his army, “Please come and sacrifice with me to the Lord”. Samuel 
did not want to sacrifice with Saul because he himself was heartbroken for 
Saul and for Israel after the Lord had rejected Saul. But as Samuel went 
ahead Saul in desperation pulled his dress and in the process, tore it off. “The 
Lord has torn off your kingdom from 
your hands just as’ you have torn my 
mantle”, said Samuel. Saul went forward 
and spoke in Samuel's ear, “Please come 
with me only for the sake of my army so 
that] maintain respect before them.” 

Samuel turned and worshipped God, 
standirig along with Saul and left soon 
after that without saying a word. Samuel ~ 
* went back home, heavy hearted and was 
“4 so troubled that the wept for many days 
and had sleepless nights-partly because 
Israel was under a king whom God had 
rejected and was not in right relationship 
with God and partly because he had high 
@! hopes from Saul. He kept praying and 
4 asking the Lord God to intervene. 
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“Samuel, Samuel”, came the all-familiar voice one night as Samuel was 
praying with a heavy heart. “Yes, Lord speak to me”, said Samuel. “Why are 
you weeping for Saul now? I have already rejected him from being king”, 
said the Lord, “Go to the small city of Bethlehem in the tribe of Judah for I 
have found a man after my own heart in the family of Jesse among his sons. 
He will be the next king”. 


Samuel was very jubilant but also scared because Saul was still the king 
and he could kill him if such news was known to him. Samuel's journey to ~ 
Bethlehem was uneventful but his arrival made a big news in the small town.» 
“Why have you come here honorable sir?”, enquired the mayor of the town. 

“I have come just for a family sacrifice and prayer”, replied Samuel, “a 
family ofa certain Jesse”. The relieved mayor guided Samuel to the house of 
Jesse and returned home. Samuel then suddenly informed to the shocked ge 
Jesse that he had come to anoint one of his sons as the next king. Jesse was 
quick to introduce his eldest son—Eliab. 
Eliab was towering and handsome and had resemblance of a prince. 
Samuel was impressed but just as he was going to rise and walk to Eliab, 
God's small voice audible only to his ear came, “Don't anoint him. Don't get 
carried away by his looks. Man looks on the outside but God looks on the 
inside of every man. I have rejected him.” Samuel shifted in his seat and did 
not rise but managed to say, “Is there another son?” “Yes my Lord”, said the 
excited Jesse and brought Abinadab. Samuel got worried when the Lord 
rejected the smallest son standing in the room. Samuel was at loss for words 
and said, “Well, Jesse, the Lord has not chosen any of these.” “Just one 
moment”, replied the excited man, “There is one more. He is the youngest — 
but is in the fields taking care of our sheep”. “Then bring him here at once”, 
said the relieved Samuel. 

As soon as the small boy entered the room, the elder brothers, were 
winking at each other expecting ” 
Samuel to say No. The boy was looking 
childishly cute witha baby face and 
_ bowed in respect to the old prophet as * 
Samuel wondered at what God would 
say. “This is the boy!” came the reply 
from God. All eyes were on Samuel as - 
Samuel approached the small boy and 
laid his hands on his head indicating 
that he should kneel. He then took his: 
bottle of oil and anointed him quickly. 
saying, “Thus says the Lord, 'I anoint. 
you to be King over Israel”. The boy's 
, face quickly lit up and Samuel 
recognized that the boy was also filled 
with the Holy Spirit of God. “What.is 
your name my boy?” asked Samuel, 
“My name is David, sir’, came the: 
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reply. 
Far away in the palace there was a change at the same time. The King's 
face had suddenly gone pale and he jumped up from his seat and began to 
crawl on all fours crying out loudly. The people then realized that the king 
had lost the Spirit of God which he had got after Samuel had anointed him 
king. Instead of the Spirit of God an evil Spirit was upon the king thus 
causing him to be mad. This was a spiritual sickness that used to affect the 
king every day for a stipulated time. People could not find out ways to heal 
him. 
As Samuel trudged back home the next day and was in prayer, the Lord 
showed him how David would have to grow to be a king after many years of 
running from king Saul. Samuel spent most of his old age in prayer, praying 


© for the old king Saul and the new King David and also praying for Israel's 


protection from the enemies. Samuel was informed of the new war which 
the philistines had threatened. He was also informed of how the newly 
anointed boy king- “David” single handedly fought with a philistine giant 
called “Goliath” and killed him. He knew that this was because of the Spirit 
of God which had come upon David. The Philistines tried to attack Israel 
many times but when Samuel prayed, the Lord gave victory over philistines 
through many means. Samuel died in peace at a very old age but did not see 
David become king. The philistines could attack Israel only after Samuel's 
death. The effect of prayers of Samuel could be felt by King Saul only after 
Samuel's death as he had no strength to fight and died in the battle to leave 
the kingdom to David. 
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